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of the literati in China and Japan, but also among
the village peasants.
This expansion of Indian culture was very re-
markable. Indeed, the whole of South-Eastern Asia,
without exception, owes its early civilization to the
Buddhist Movement which came originally from
Northern India and spread in every direction.
Okakura was one of the most brilliant and
original thinkers in Japan in the years before the
World War. His early death was a very great blow
to human intercourse and understanding. He made,
while quite young, the journey to India, in the true
spirit of a pilgrim student, visiting with reverence
the shrines of his own Buddhist faith. He learnt
Sanskrit, and stayed at Santimketan and other places,
where he came into touch with the great minds in
India. Throughout his writings, which have gained
him a high reputation as an author in Japan, he
has shown, in historical perspective, how the under-
lying unity of all that part of Asia lying eastward of
the domain of Islam was due to the Hindu-Buddhist
movement, which had started from the North of
India and spread forward in successive waves. Right
through the Khyber Pass and Kashmir it travelled
on to Central Asia; and also down to Ceylon, which
became a Buddhist kingdom. It covered the South-
Eastern Archipelago of Asia and spread in Burma,
Malaya, and Siam. At last it reached the Middle
Kingdom of China itself, where it found its true
dwelling-place in the hearts of men. Finally it
reached Korea and Japan.